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join me on Tuesdays and speak in sup-
port of the Voting Rights Act and to 
sign onto the Voting Rights Restora-
tion and Advancement Act of 2015, 
which restores key components of the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

Ultimately, this bill, H.R. 2657, will 
restore key components of the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965. The bill will provide 
more protection to more people in 
more States. It is about broadening, 
expanding, advancing the Voting 
Rights Act. 

Nothing is more American than vot-
ing. So every Tuesday Congress is in 
session we will be wearing the 
#restorethevote pin. The red, white, 
and blue pin is a symbol of our unwav-
ering commitment to restoring the 
voices of the excluded, ending discrimi-
natory practices, and providing trans-
parency in the voting process. 

Fifty years ago, in 1965, President 
Lyndon Johnson signed the Voting 
Rights Act into law. His voice and his 
words still resonate today. The vote, he 
said, is the most powerful instrument 
ever devised by man for breaking down 
injustice. 

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 was 
pivotal in preventing voter discrimina-
tion and preventing it from occurring 
across the United States. The act gave 
millions of African Americans a voice, 
a voice that has been heard throughout 
our Nation for nearly 50 years. 

Now the Voting Rights Advancement 
Act will expand that not just to Afri-
can American voters, but to all voters. 
That is exactly what we should be 
about. We should be about expanding 
voting rights opportunities so that all 
Americans are protected. 

As a daughter of Selma, Alabama, I 
am painfully aware that the injustices 
suffered on the Edmund Pettus Bridge 
50 years ago have not been fully vindi-
cated. As States across the country are 
passing laws to restrict access to the 
ballot box, we are ever mindful that old 
battles have indeed become new again. 

The recent decision by the State of 
Alabama, for example, to close 31 DMV 
offices in majority Black counties in 
spite of Alabama’s photo ID law is just 
one example of a modern-day barrier to 
voting. 

The Supreme Court issued Congress a 
challenge in the Shelby decision. It 
didn’t say that pre-clearance was un-
constitutional. Rather, it said: Con-
gress, come up with a modern-day for-
mula to address modern-day barriers to 
voting. 

Well, this example in Alabama of 31 
DMV offices closing when indeed the 
State requires a photo ID and a driver’s 
license is the most popular form of ID 
is one example. 

These counties that were discrimi-
nated against by this recent law in 
Alabama were the very counties where 
foot soldiers and activists like Jimmie 
Lee Jackson and Jonathan Daniels died 
for the opportunity and the right for 
others to vote. If Federal pre-clearance 
provisions were still in effect, these 
DMV closings would not have occurred. 

To restrict the ability of any Amer-
ican to vote is an assault on all Ameri-
cans’ equal participation in our elec-
toral process. No one benefits when 
American voices are silenced at the 
polls. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud certain States 
like the States of California and Or-
egon, two States that are now auto-
matically registering citizens who re-
quest a driver’s license to actually 
vote. 

So, Mr. Speaker, on this Restoration 
Tuesday, I am asking all of my col-
leagues to join me in support of H.R. 
2867, the Voting Rights Advancement 
Act, and I am asking all Americans to 
join us in our efforts for 
#restorethevote and 
#restorationtuesday. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Wanda 
Neiman, one of his secretaries. 

f 

HANFORD LAND TRANSFER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. NEWHOUSE) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the opening of the 
Manhattan Project National Historical 
Park, a significant part of which is in 
my Congressional District in the State 
of Washington. 

Decades of successful cleanup efforts 
at the Hanford nuclear site have come 
to fruition with the dedication of the 
historic B Reactor as a part of this na-
tional park. The B Reactor was the 
world’s first full-scale plutonium pro-
duction reactor, helping our country 
end World War II and the cold war. 

The new park will highlight the sac-
rifices and the contributions of thou-
sands of workers who built the facility 
and the scientists whose 
groundbreaking research played a crit-
ical role in the Manhattan Project. 

More than 50,000 visitors have toured 
the site since 2009, and the park will at-
tract thousands more to learn about 
our region’s history. The park will pro-
vide future generations with a unique 
educational experience. 

I applaud the efforts of the commu-
nity who has worked for years to make 
this national park a reality. I will con-
tinue to support the opening of addi-
tional sites for public access in order to 
preserve and tell the story of Hanford. 

f 

NOHEMI GONZALEZ AND THE 
ATTACKS ON PARIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. LOWENTHAL) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, the 
people of France and the people of the 
United States have shared a common 

bond of liberty and equality for over 
200 years. In the face of the recent ter-
rorist attacks in Paris, that bond 
brings us now even closer in unity and 
in solidarity. 

We stand with the French people as 
they mourn. We stand with the friends 
and families of those who were killed, 
like Nohemi Gonzalez, a young Cali-
fornia State University, Long Beach, 
student studying abroad in Paris. 

We also stand with our Cal State, 
Long Beach, family in their mourning. 
Nohemi’s death is a very personal loss 
for each and every one of us. It tears at 
the very bonds of fraternity that em-
brace every member of our Cal State, 
Long Beach, family and the Long 
Beach community. 

Nohemi was a daughter, a friend, and 
a mentor. Just 23 years of age, she was 
a vibrant student and what those who 
knew her have called ‘‘a shining star.’’ 

Nohemi committed herself to learn-
ing. She traveled across the globe to 
express and to explore her talents, her 
creativity, and the world. Now all that 
seems broken. 

Yes, we grieve for Nohemi. But we 
also grieve for all the victims in Paris. 
We grieve for their families, their 
friends, and all their loved ones. We 
grieve for each and every one of them. 

Today we are all part of the human 
family. As a family, we mourn Nohemi 
Gonzalez, our shining star. But in our 
mourning, let us remember something 
very, very important. 

This was not an attack on Paris, 
though Paris was the target. This was 
not an attack on the French people, 
though the French people were the tar-
get. This was an attack on what unites 
us, our shared humanity and our 
shared values of liberty. 

In that humanity, in those values, we 
will find the strength to stand strong 
in the face of senseless violence be-
cause, in the end, humanity that unites 
us is what frightens those who would 
do us harm. 

f 

ISLAMIC EXTREMISM ATTACK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. YODER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, America 
and her allies are under attack by Is-
lamic extremism. The despicable act of 
terrorism the world witnessed over the 
weekend in Paris, France, serves as a 
stark reminder that the threat posed 
by ISIS knows no borders. 

French officials have indicated that 
at least one of the Paris attackers 
linked to ISIS was admitted into Eu-
rope as a refugee from Syria. Neverthe-
less, the administration has made it 
clear that, in spite of this, it will con-
tinue to seek to bring up to 10,000 Syr-
ian refugees to America in the coming 
year. 

The President’s refugee proposal 
places the interests of other nations 
ahead of the safety and security of the 
American people. Because we are un-
able to verify whether the next 
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